CHAPTER V

THE  POLICY  OF  KEVEIISAL

1881. " IT is not my intention/' said Her Majesty in the
Speech from the Throne, " that the occupation of
Kandahar shall be permanently maintained." Her
Evacua- Majesty's Ministers were indeed committed by
Kandahar, public and emphatic assurances against a policy of
conquest in Afghanistan. They had denounced it
as foolish, expensive, and wrong. If the General
Election meant anything* it meant disapproval of
Lord Lytton's procedure, and return to the more
prudent tactics of Lord Lawrence. Lord Beacons-
field, naturally chagrined, referred with bitter
sarcasm in the debate on the Address to Mr.
Jan. 10. Gladstone's policy of scuttle. A few days after-
wards Lord Lytton delivered his maiden speech to
the House of Lords in defence of his own Vice-
royalty, That the speech was a brilliant perform-
ance every one acknowledged. But the case for the
retention of Kandahar must have been bad indeed
when it depended upon a prophecy that England
would have either to re-occupy the town, or
become in India a tenant at will of Russia. The
mere use of dyslogistic terms does not assist the
solution of controversial problems. If Mr. Glad-
stone had scuttled out of Kandahar, Lord Beacons-
field had scuttled out of Kabul. The question was
not one of scuttle, or of grab, but of making
Afghanistan under Abdur Rahman strong, indepen-
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